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The Proper Use of Time 
 

There is a convenience store near my home where I have often purchased 
gasoline for my car.  Sometimes the pumps are very slow.  I don’t know why, but when 
this happens, it will take nearly fifteen minutes to fill up my car’s tank.  When this 
happens, I stop fueling and find another place to buy gasoline. 

 
I have heard sermons and I’ve preached sermons in many different settings and 

cultures.  Some that I have listened to were short, to-the-point sermons, and some were 
long, interesting sermons.  I have heard great sermons that were inspiring and 
motivating for the first thirty minutes or so. But then, as the preacher continued for 
another thirty minutes or more, I was left wondering what the original main points were.  
Sometimes a preacher will continue to repeat themselves in a sermon, and it seems as 
if they are simply filling time. 

 
When a non-believer is invited to Church, they normally come on Sunday 

morning.  They, like most, have busy lives and other plans for the day.  Yet, they have 
decided to give an hour to see if this church may be right for them.   If the sermon and 
the worship service are longer than expected, they may never return.  Their time is not 
respected.  It takes too long to fill their tank, so to speak.  Please don’t misunderstand 
me; there must be a place in the life of the Church where Christian believers can spend 
all the time they desire in worship. There are worship services on Wednesday and 
Sunday nights, prayer nights, Bible study sessions, and other gatherings that the 
congregation holds..  But if we desire to bring a non-believer to the saving knowledge of 
the gospel, we must give them the gospel in a clear, concise manner and allow time for 
the Holy Spirit to work. 

 
Christian worship services should be orderly and well-planned. When one person 

takes longer than permitted, it prevents someone else from having their time.  Not 
respecting other people’s time is a way of telling them that their time is not as important 
as yours. It gives the impression that they are not as important as you are. Paul teaches 
us to be like Christ. In his letter to the Philippians, he writes, “regard one another as 
more important than yourselves.” Philippians 2:3b. 

 
I pray that God helps us learn and grow, becoming more effective in sharing the 

gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 
“ There is an appointed time for everything. And there is a time for every event 

under heaven.”  (Ecclesiastes 3:1) “ A time to be silent and a time to speak.” 
Ecclesiastes 3:7b (NSAB).  
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Weekly Prayer Point 
 
In every church family and every family, our prayer lists are long with those who are 
suffering from physical and emotional problems.  In a fallen world, we deal with illness 
and injury.  As Christians, we are not immune.  Pray for persons and families you know 
who are walking this journey.  Pray for those sick and hospitalized.  Pray for doctors and 
medical staff.  Give thanks for the biblical ordinance of Anointing as outlined in James 
5:13-16 and pray for our ministers and deacons as they share this special gift with the 
hurting.  The Lord is present.  The Lord still heals.  “I am the Lord who heals you.” 
Exodus 15:26 (NIV). Your prayers for the sick make a difference!  “When a believing 
person prays, great things happen.”  James 5:16 (NCV) 
 
Please pray for these congregations and pastors: 
 

• Brookside Congregation in Aurora, WV and pastor Mark Teets 
• Bushenyi Gakenke in Uganda, Africa and pastor Hagumimatya Eric 
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