ESCAPE FROM THE CANNIBALS

The story is told of a young man by the name of Bob who felt a strong
calling to be a missionary. And he felt called to go to the cannibals. After
completing Bible school, he learned of a colony of cannibals living on a
distant island. He had difficulty in finding a ship that would take him there
because of the danger, but finally, he found a ship captain who agreed to
take him near the island and then let him off on a life raft so Bob could
paddle by himself to the island.

Finally, the day came when Bob gathered his few belongings, went up the
gangplank, and sailed out to sea. After several days of travel, the ship
came in sight of the island and Bob got into the lifeboat and began to
paddle towards the island. Bob was committed to Isaiah 12:2 which states,
“I will trust and not be afraid.” As he neared shore he noticed that the
natives seemed to be more excited and were running back and forth. Bob’s
heart was beating pretty hard as he stepped onto the shore.

Immediately the natives came and grabbed Bob took him into the woods
and tied him to a tree. He noticed them getting a big iron kettle and filling it
with water. Some of them came and pinched him to see if he was fat
enough to eat. A fire was kindled under the kettle and smoke rose through
the trees.

Ten years later that same sea captain was coming through the same area
and suddenly he thought about the time he left Bob off his ship. He
decided to sail closer to the island and noticed that things on the island
looked different. The buildings looked more modern. And the natives were
better clothed. So, he sailed closer, and sure enough, Bob was waving for
him to come in. The captain hesitated but Bob said they don’t eat people
anymore.

After visiting a while the captain said, the last thing | saw after dropping you
off was a little streak of smoke that went up through the trees and | thought
that was the last of Bob. And Bob said it was exciting for a while. After
heating the water kettle, the big chief came toward Bob with a big knife in
his hand. Then Bob remembered that he had a pocket knife in his pocket
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and he was able to wiggle it out and cut a little piece out of his leg and give
it to the chief to taste. He wrinkled up his nose because he had never
tasted someone so tough. And so they decided to cut Bob loose and he
started to teach them about Jesus and the rest is history.

But the captain said it wasn’t that hard to cut a piece out of your leg. That’s
when Bob related that when he was a small boy who was playing baseball
with some friends and a ball was hit towards him in the outfield. Bob ran
back and reached up but the ball was too high to catch. And a lump of
grass caused Bob to stumble and fall and he heard his leg brake. They
rushed him to the hospital but despite their best efforts, they could not save
his leg, and he was given a wooden leg. And though Bob was
disappointed by all this, he realized that it was God'’s way of saving him
from the cannibals.

Have you had a disappointing experience recently? Step back and
wait. Trust God to show you a bigger purpose unfolding in your life to
reveal more of His Grace and Glory.

Jim Myer, Executive Board member



Weekly Prayer Points

During the month of April the chilly winds of winter fade and the long
nights give way to longer days. It is also a time when we begin to think of
and make preparations for planting. There is a process that is followed that
takes us from tilling the soil to harvest.

The ground has been turned; now we are ready to put the seed in
the ground. The seed which we sow is the Word. Now as laborers in
God’s garden (the world) let us sow freely and abundantly the redemption,
hope, and life that can be found in our Lord Jesus Christ.

‘Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows,
that he will also reap. 8 For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap
corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap
everlasting life. 9 And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due
season we shall reap if we do not lose heart. (Galatians 6:9 — 10 NKJV).

Let us pray that the seed of God’s word will draw us closer to our
Lord & King faithfully fulfilling His command to go into all the world! Let us

sow for eternity!!

Please pray for these congregations and pastors:

e Brandts Congregation in St. Thomas, PA and Pastor Roger Myers
e Brick Congregation in Maysville, WV and Pastor Randy Cosner
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