“Gone Fishing”

Sometimes we find ourselves throwing our hands in the air just
wanting to give up. Whether due to problems in our work life or issues
within our family, or even wondering if God is listening to us.

This was the case with me recently. | own a manufacturing business,
and it seemed to me that for the last couple of weeks, 22 years of hard
work and investment were going down the tubes. If it wasn’t dealing with
employee issues, it was problems with customers that were caused by
themselves due to poor scheduling and planning, that in turn became my
problems... It seemed to be running rampant. | had a friend who had a
saying that was starting to resonate: “You can’t fix Stupid... But you can fix
what Stupid Does” | was beginning to doubt that statement. Pressure was
building so | talked to a fellow pastor. 1 told him | needed to get away from
the stress. He prayed with me and suggested that was the right thing to do.
| went home and told my wife we were leaving in the morning. At 5:00 am
the next morning we were on the road. | didn’t turn on my phone | didn’t
check my e-mail...| went away to get away.

| went to Church that following Sunday 600 miles from home... | had
visited the Church before but had no conversation with the pastor. | was
just another “visitor”. The message was from John 21:2-13. Simon
Peter, Thomas who was called Didymus, Nathanael of Cana in
Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of His disciples were
together. 2 Simon Peter *said to them, “l am going fishing.” They *said to
him, “We are also coming with you.” They went out and got into the boat,
and that night they caught nothing.

Peter was overwhelmed with everything that had happened since the
crucifixion and the resurrection, so he told the other Disciples “He was
going fishing” The other disciples said we are going with you. They fished
all night long and caught nothing. The next morning Jesus appeared to
them again and told them to “fish on the other side of the boat”. They
caught so many fish (153), that Jesus was waiting for them on the beach
with a fire ready to prepare the catch for breakfast.



Sometimes we need to “Go-Fishing” and get away for a while to give
ourselves a rest from Life. But we must remind ourselves when we “Go-
Fishing” we must bring Jesus along to make it all worthwhile.

This message resonated with me and there was no doubt the Holy
Spirit laid this message on Pastor Brook’s heart for a “Visitor”.

John Swonger — Executive Board Member



Weekly Prayer Points

During the month of April the chilly winds of winter fade and the long
nights give way to longer days. It is also a time when we begin to think of
and make preparations for planting. There is a process that is followed that
takes us from tilling the soil to harvest.

The ground has been turned --- the seed has been planted --- and
appropriate fertilizer has been applied. The seed is now a plant and must
be maintained/cultivated. The soil reworked, allowing the spiritual roots to
grow and weeds removed to allow the plant to receive the full benefit of
water, sun, and nutrient.

“The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the
ground, 27 and should sleep by night and rise by day, and the seed should
sprout and grow, he himself does not know how. 28 For the earth yields
crops by itself: first the blade, then the head, after that the full grain in the
head. 29 But when the grain ripens, immediately he puts in the sickle,
because the harvest has come.” (Mark 4:26-29 NKJV).

The Kingdom of God is about growth—Iavish, abundant, unexpected
growth. We have little control over the growth, but we are tasked with
sowing seeds generously. Let us pray and be thankful that our God reigns
and the timing of personal growth, congregational growth, and the growth
of the Covenant Brethren Church is, as it should be, always in His time!

Please pray for these congregations and pastors:

e Calvary Congregation in Winchester,VA and Pastor Jonathan Martino
e Canaan Congregation in Tanzania, with Pastor John Tdashi Masinde.
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